
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Biliana Sirakova served as the first EU Youth Coordinator from June 2021 until November 

2025.  

 

 

Commissioner Marya Gabriel (right) and Youth Coordinator Biliana Sirakova © European 

Union, 2021  

 

Below you will find a non-exhaustive list with the activities of Ms Sirakova.  

September – December 2021  

• Was one of the team leaders in the 2022 European Year of Youth (EYY) taskforce 

responsible for the engagement of the national coordinators and youth stakeholders and 

outreach externally and internally in the Commission  

• Established an informal Commission Youth Network with representatives from 15 

Directorate-Generals  

Examples of  

activities of the  

EU Youth Coordinator 



 

 

• Carried out more than 80 outreach and communication activities, speaking 

engagements, interviews. Examples: online talk on youth participation for Schwarzkopf-

Stiftung Junges Europa, presentation at the ALL DIGITAL SUMMIT Social Hackademy, 

interview at Bundesregierung.de, interview at fse.gouv.fr, guest in the Under 30' podcast of 

the EU-Council of Europe Youth Partnership  

• Recorded a video for the European Solidarity Corps general online training.  

 

2022  

• Undertook more than 150 outreach activities (speaking engagement at conferences, 

meetings with young people and stakeholders, podcasts, interviews, videos). Examples: 

podcast with Eurodesk, online session with the Institute for a Greater Europe, video for 

Housing Europe's Annual Conference in Helsinki, joint webinar of the European Commission, 

Eurofound and ILO, Youth in the Northen Periphery and Arctic conference, European 

Citizens’ Initiative Day  

• Led the preparation and chaired 5 Commission Youth Network meetings and 11 

meetings of European Year of Youth national coordinators and stakeholders group  

• Moderated 9 youth policy dialogues with Commissioners  

 

2023  

• Led the preparation of the Commission Communication on the European Year of 

Youth  

• Provided policy expertise and oversight in the evaluation of results of the European 

Year of Youth  

• Carried out more than 100 outreach activities. Examples: 2023 Your Europe, Your 

Say, interview with Radio Romania International, annual EU-US Young Leaders Seminar, 

digital fishbowl discussion Policy making for all, UNDP conference on the Youth Guarantee)  

• Organised and chaired 2 meetings of the Commission Youth Network and 2 

meetings of the European Year of Youth national coordinators and stakeholders group  

• Moderated 5 youth policy dialogues with Commissioners  

• Represented the Commission in the legacy event on youth mainstreaming of the 

Swedish Presidency of the Council of the EU  

• Recorded a video for the MOOC on Youth policy essentials  

• Was a speaker and participant in the EU Youth Conference in Alicante, organised by 

the Spanish Presidency of the Council of the EU  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EttSyoPw3K8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=msYLOsXdxCQ&t=660s
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/service/archive/eu-youth-coordinator-1943852
https://fse.gouv.fr/la-loupe/europe/interview-first-european-union-youth-coordinator
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/-/meet-the-eu-youth-coordinator-under-30-episode-28
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tym0uc_fuSQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kp7uAuXy6XI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HwRBvIAtQ0c
https://www.eurofound.europa.eu/en/events/watch-webinar-better-europe-young-people-what-matters-most
https://www.interreg-npa.eu/news-events/youth-in-the-npa-make-your-voice-heard/
https://citizens-initiative-forum.europa.eu/blog/make-it-known-make-it-fun-show-them-impact_en
https://citizens-initiative-forum.europa.eu/blog/make-it-known-make-it-fun-show-them-impact_en
https://youth.europa.eu/year-of-youth/policy-dialogues_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52024DC0001&qid=1706261352321
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52024DC0001&qid=1706261352321
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52024SC0001&qid=1708097449746
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52024SC0001&qid=1708097449746
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/your-europe-your-say-2023/programme
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/your-europe-your-say-2023/programme
https://www.fulbrightschuman.eu/young-leaders-seminar-2023/
https://www.fulbrightschuman.eu/young-leaders-seminar-2023/
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/mooc-on-youth-policy
https://www.mdsocialesa2030.gob.es/derechos-sociales/inclusion/contenido-actual-web/EUYC_Alicante_Conference_Report.pdf


 

 

 

 

Youth Policy Dialogue with Commissioner Iliana Ivanova during the European Youth Week 

2024 moderated by the Youth coordinator Biliana Sirakova. ©European Union, 2024  

 

2024  

• Advised DGs and services on youth policy issues and on the establishment of youth 

engagement actions and connected them with youth stakeholders (e.g. DG ENER/CINEA on 

set up the Young Energy Ambassadors network, Fundamental Rights Agency on the 

establishment of a Youth Advisory Panel)  

• Led the setup of the new Commission Youth Network of youth correspondents  

• Led the preparation and setup of the new EU Youth Stakeholders Group  

• Led the setup of the new youth check process in the European Commission  

• Carried out 88 outreach and communication activities (including speaking 

engagements at conferences, events and panels, delivering workshops and presentations 

to young people and youth organisations)  

• Represented the Commission in an Expert Seminar on European and international 

policy agendas on Children, Youth and Children’s Rights and the EU Youth Conference in 

Ghent, organised by the Belgian Presidency of the Council of the EU; in the seminar on the 

EU Youth Dialogue under the Hungarian Presidency and the May EESC plenary session in a 

debate on “Youth voices for EU choices”  

https://sustainable-energy-week.ec.europa.eu/young-energy-ambassadors_en
https://fra.europa.eu/en/project/2024/pilot-youth-advisory-panel
https://youth.europa.eu/strategy/euyouthstrategygroup_en
https://euyouth2024.be/uploads/EU2024BE_Expert_Seminar_full-report_DanMoxon_2024-02-08-100526_elhk.pdf
https://euyouth2024.be/event/eu-youth-conference
https://euyouth2024.be/event/eu-youth-conference
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/bilianasirakova_euyouthtest-activity-7202645687799296000-ABDc?


 

 

• Was a panellist at the launch of the policy study “From Posts to Polls” by Friedrich-

Ebert-Stiftung (FES)  

• Moderated the youth policy dialogue with Commissioner Ivanova “European Degree 

and Learning mobility” (recording)  

• Contributed to the 2024 European Youth Week and was a panellist at the 

Committee of the Regions session on “Youth and democracy”  

• Contributed to a publication on youth mainstreaming  

 

2025  

• Led the launch of the EU Youth Stakeholders Group and chaired its meetings (first 

meeting in Brussels, meeting on 8 July)  

• Led the rollout of the youth check process in the European Commission  

• Represented the Commission in the EU Youth Conferences in Lublin and 

Copenhagen  

• Undertook more than 60 outreach activities (speaking engagements at events, 

meetings with young people and youth civil society, interviews, etc.)  

• Presented to representatives from ministries of health, labour and social affairs in 

the TAIEX (Technical Assistance and Information Exchange) workshop on Child & Youth 

well-being and mental health first  

• Presented on youth engagement and youth policy to ministries in a meeting of the 

Steering group for social cohesion of the EU Strategy for the Adriatic and Ionian Region 

(EUSAIR)  

• Was a keynote speaker in the Europe 101 online leadership programme for young 

people  

• Moderated the Youth Policy Dialogue with Commissioner Jørgensen: Shaping a 

clean, sustainable, and fair energy future  

• Was the closing speaker of Your Europe, Your Say! 2025, the flagship youth event 

of the EESC  

• Spoke at an EU Activism Seminar by the European Union of Jewish Students (EUJS)  

• Contributed to the co-creation process of the new Intergenerational Fairness 

Strategy  

 

https://democracy.fes.de/e/from-posts-to-polls-policy-study-launch.html
https://webcast.ec.europa.eu/policy-dialogue-cabinet-ivanova-24-04-19
https://webcast.ec.europa.eu/policy-dialogue-cabinet-ivanova-24-04-19
https://youth.europa.eu/youthweek/2024_en
https://www.instagram.com/p/C51kzzatkDH/
https://www.eacea.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/new-publication-youth-mainstreaming-youth-impact-assessment-and-youth-checks-2024-08-23_en
https://youth.europa.eu/strategy/euyouthstrategygroup_en
https://youth.europa.eu/news/connecting-eu-youth-launch-of-eu-youth-stakeholders-group_en
https://youth.europa.eu/news/connecting-eu-youth-launch-of-eu-youth-stakeholders-group_en
https://youth.europa.eu/strategy/youth-check_en
https://polish-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/news/eu-youth-conference-key-takeaways-from-three-days-of-dialogue/
https://danish-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/news/the-eu-youth-conference-is-coming-to-denmark/
https://enlargement.ec.europa.eu/funding-technical-assistance/taiex_en
https://reform-support.ec.europa.eu/what-we-do/labour-market-and-social-protection/supporting-mental-health-and-care-wellbeing-vulnerable-children-and-young-people_en
https://reform-support.ec.europa.eu/what-we-do/labour-market-and-social-protection/supporting-mental-health-and-care-wellbeing-vulnerable-children-and-young-people_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/cooperation/macro-regional-strategies/adriatic-ionian_en
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/europe101_liquidleadership-europeanvalues-dteachonlineschool-activity-7302236373313290240-7lP-?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAF4SM4B2_3SzFnHuPflrM51JaPIcyLJPWo
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/news/youth-policy-dialogue-commissioner-jorgensen-shaping-clean-sustainable-and-fair-energy-future-2025-02-19_en
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/your-europe-your-say-2025
https://www.instagram.com/p/DHYCFyyOYTF/?img_index=1
https://citizens.ec.europa.eu/intergenerational-fairness_en
https://citizens.ec.europa.eu/intergenerational-fairness_en

